By Conme C. Wu and Richard J. Blaustein
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Bar Wraps Up Conference

on Billable Hours

The D.C. Bar wrapped up its 2005 Bar
Conference on March 3 at the Ronald
Reagan Building and International
"Frade Center with programs on billable
hours, award presentations, and a judicial
Teceprion.

The conference commenced with a
luncheon featuring a keynote address by
Judge David §. Tatel of the UL.S. Court
of Appeals for the Districe of Columbia
Circuit and the presentation of the Beat-
rice Rosenberg Award for Excellence in
Government Service to Kathl}’n Ann
Ells, agency dispute resolution specialist
and senior counsel to the deputy general
counsel for program service at the U.S.
Department of Education.

1D.C. Bar President John C. Keeney
Jr. also gave special acknowledgments to
Chief Judge Annice M. Wagner of the
District of Columbia Court of Appeals,
who will be stepping down from active
service, and Joyee Peters, who retired as
bar counsel on March 4.

I his address Tatel focused on the
legal needs of the underrepresented in the
District of Columbia and the changes re-
uired to make legal services more acces-
sible to all. He praised local law firms for
their efforts in providing pro bono hours
and the large number of firms that signed
on ta the D.C. Bar pro bono pledge, but
stressed that success should be measured
“not in houre but i f{ccmnpiii;hmcm‘; "
Bar [—ol.lndcltmri, T atel &.u{f, {hEVt,n in
areas where locally funded legal services
can help, ‘the nurober of clients receiving
extended service is extremely small rela-
tive to the need.””

Calling on the D.C. Bar to assume re-
sponsibility for ensuring full access fo the
legal svstem, Tatel said, “Why is this our
rupozmbxitt}_-. Because unlike those who
run aitlines, sell iPods, deliver packages,
or operate any other business, fawyers

cannot measure their success by mu{,h
how well they serve those who can pay
their bills, Whether teaching or practic-
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ing, whether working for law firms, gov-
ernment agencies, or corporations, as of-
ficers of the court, lawyers have an obliga-
tion to do their part to ensure that the
legal svstem works for all of society.”

Fotlowing the luncheon, two plenary
programs addressed the use of the bill-
able hour and 1ts impact on client refa-
tionships and practice management. The
first program, titled “Biflable Hours: A
Look Through the Prism,” focused on
the profound effect of the biflable hour
n the law profession. Punelists discussed
the consequences of billable hours on
both lawvers and clients. In the second
program, “Billable Hours: Focus on the
Future,” panelists looked at alternatives
to biflable hours that have worked in
smaller firms and in other countries.

The Bar Conference ended w1th a)u~
Association of Women }Ltdvu \IA\/V_})
Judges John Steadman of the District of
Columbia Court of Appeals, who has
takeen senior status, and Steffen W,
Ciraae of the Superior Court of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, who has retired, were
honored for their services.

Vanessa Ruiz, president-elect of the
NAW] and a judge on the D.C. Court of
Appeals, presented the first Women of
Achieverment Award to Maxine Singer,
former president of the Carnegie Instita-
tion of Washington, The award recog-
nizes outstanding wormen in other pro-

i Attendees at the flist
| of two plenary pro-

L grams at the 2005 Bar
- Canferance heard
promiftent practi-
tioners and corporate
counsel discuss the
impact of the bitlable
hour on the tegal
profession.

fessions who have made distinguished
contributions in their fields of endeavor,
their impact on the society at large, and
their efforts in improving the standing of
women within their professions.

D.C. Bar Foundation President
Robert Weiner presented the 2003 Jer-
rold Scoutt Prize to Jeannine Sanford,
deputy director of Bread for the City, for
her longstanding commirment to the rep-
resentation of low-income, disadvantaged
residents of the District of Columbia.

D.C. Appeals Court Establishes
Access to Justice Commission

The District of Columbia Court of Ap-
peals has announced the appointment of
17 individuals to lead a commission to
address the Increasing unmet legal needs
of residents of the District (}{ Coitm;bia

the Auus:s 1o ‘]u{»tn,.e Lommxshx.ﬁm, E)L.
Court of Appeals Chief Judge Annice
M. Wagner said, “Equal access to justice
1s 2 fundamental principle in America. In
spite of continuing efforts of many in our
fegal commumity, we stiif have to work ©©
make that principle a full reality in the
Disuter. The denial of equal justice ad-
versely mpacts individuals and our soci-
ety as 2 whole and erodes confidence in
our svstem of justice. We have to do
and the commission will lay out a
path to get us there.”

The commission was formed after de-
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tailed discussions led by the Court of

Appeals with the D.C. Bar, D.C. Bar
Foundation, and D.C. Consortium of
Liggal Services Providers.

Peter Edelman, a professor at the
Georgetown Uniiversity Law Center, will
head the commission for two years as
chair,

Edeiman has been hi ghly involved in
community and national organizations,
such as the Public Welfare Foundation,
the National Center for Youth 1aw, the
Juvenile Law Center, and the Center for
Law and Secial Policy. He clerked for
Judge Heriry Friendly of the U.8, Coure:
of Appeals for the Second Circuit and
Justice Arthur Goldberg of the 11,8,
Supreme Court, and served as legislative
sssistant to Senator Robert Kennedy,

Other members appointed to the com-
mission are Jane Golden Belford, Glosia
Wilder Brathwaite, Marisa Demeo,
Stephanie Duncan-Peters, Patricia Mul-
ahy Fugere, Andrew Marks, Shirley
Massey, Jayne Parks, Stephen Pollak,
Hiram Puig-Tugo, Inez Smith Reid,
Pauda Scott, Tonathan Seith, Joan Strand,
Eric Washington, and Robert Wilkins,

Established for an initial term of
three years, the Access to Justice Com-
mission will set up a coordinated plan-
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ming process that involves all members of
the community who are affected- by the
crisis in equal access to Justice in an ef-
fort to develop strategies to improve ac-
cess and reduce barriers; facilitate efforts
to ereate improved coordination and
support of civil legal service programs;
work with the courts, administrative
agencies, and Iawmakjng hodies to pro-
pose and promote rules and systemic
changes that will Open greater access to
thie justice sysﬁ:’m; ared 1’)1’0;308(: and pro-
mote strategies to generate adequate lev-
els of public, private, and volunteer re-
sources and funding for the District’s
civil justice network and the access-to-
justice initiatives by the commission.

The commigsion will also consult
Distriet residents who are Eivifxg in
poverty, who are language minorities,
and who have disabilities to seek pro-
posed solutions,

“This is not a body that is going to
write a report that is going tosit on a
shelf,” said Edelman. “It is intended to
be an action body, and it will mave ta
get things done as we identify ideas to
recet the needs.”

The commission will file an annual
report with the D.C, Court of Appeals
outlining its work during the prior 12-
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month period.

_ Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld
LLP and Steproe & Johnson LLP have
already provided funding to the D.C. Bar
Foundation for the purpose of support-
ing the commission. Each firm has do-
nated $25,000 and has pledged to raise
additional funding,

D.C. Court of Appeals Amends

Rule 49 on Bar Admission

Future applicants for admission to the
District of Columbia Bar will be facing
new procedures following recent changes
to the rule an admission by the I.C.
Court of Appeals. Amendments to Rule
49 of the Rules of the District of Co-
lumbia Court of Appeals took effect on
February 4.

Among the changes, under Rule
46(b)(1) applicants with appropriate dc-
cormmodation requests, “upon good
cause,” may have more time than the set
two successive days in February and July
to complete the Bar examination.

Accordingly, Rule 46(b)(8){iv) has
been amended to allow applicants more
time than the six hours allotted each
day of the examination to complete the
test, “pursuant to a request for testing
accommodations,”
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